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Installing the new ODBC Drive on Windows XP 
 
Follow this documentation step by step to install the new ODBC driver on your machine. 
 
 
Hardware and Software Requirements 
 
Windows 
 
ODBC client driver requirements (Windows) 1 Pentium 300 MHz or faster 
1 64 MB total RAM for Windows 2000, 128 MB total RAM for Windows XP 
1 Microsoft Data Access Components (MDAC) 2.6, 2.7, or 2.8 
FileMaker 7, FileMaker 8, FileMaker 8.5 
(XP Pro is required for FileMaker 8-8.5) 
 
 
The new ODBC drivers for Windows can be downloaded from this link: 
 
http://www.filemaker.com/developers/resources/odbc.html  
 
 
Windows 
Open the folder where you have saved the file.   
 

 
Figure 3.  Folder contents.  Select the setup.exe to install the driver. 
 
Once you have double clicked on the setup.exe executable, the installer will launch. 
 
The Files will be installed at this location: 
 
C:\Program Files\DataDirect\slodbc54. Choose another drive or another folder if you wish. 
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Figure 4.  Welcome to the Installer “Click Next” 
 
Click “Next” 
 

 
Figure 5.  Accept the license agreement, and then continue by pressing “Next” 
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Figure 6.  Decide where you would like to install the driver 
 
 

 
Figure 7.  Click Install to begin the Installation 
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Figure 8.  Once installed click on “Finish” 
 
Once The ODBC driver has been installed, you can check and see if it is already functioning 

properly on your machine.  To do this, click the “start” button  and select Control 
Panel.   
 

 
 
 
Double Click on the Administrative tools Icon. 
 

  
 
Double click on the Data Sources (ODBC) Icon 
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The ODBC Data Source Administrator will open. 
 

 
Figure 9.  ODBC Data Source Administrator 
 
Click on the System DSN tab. 
 

 
Figure 10.  System DSN tab 
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Figure 11.  System DSN Screen 
 
Click on the “Add button”. 
 

 
Figure 12.  Select a driver for which you want to set up a data source 
 
Scroll through the list of Drivers, if you have “DataDirect 32-Bit Sequelink 5.4” you can go ahead 
and configure your user DSN. 
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If not, try restarting your system, and go through this process again.  If “DataDirect 32-Bit 
Sequelink 5.4” is still not appearing, then you will need to edit your computers registry. 
 
Editing your computers Registry.  Please make sure you follow these directions closely!   
 
Steps to edit your computers registry.   
 

 Click  then select run. 
 

 
 
Type the word “regedit in the “Run” box and click “OK” 
 

 
Figure 13. Type “regedit” here and click “OK” 
 
The windows “Registry Editor” window will open.  Navigate to the folder 
HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE 
 

 
Figure 14. Registry Editor, select HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE 
 
Next, select the Software folder. 
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Figure 15.  Select Software 
 
 
Scroll down the list until you find the ODBC folder.  Navigate to the ODBCINST.INI folder. 
 

 
Figure 16.  Select ODBCINST.INI 
 
Open the ODBCINST.INI folder.  Scroll down until you find a folder named ODBC, and click on 
that folder.   
 
To the right, in the second pane, you will notice two Default Keys. 
 

 
Figure 17.  Click on the top Default Key. 
 
Select the first key, Right click it, and delete it.   
 

 
 
Figure 18.  Delete the top key 
 
 
The value will change to the right (value not set) 
 

 
 
Figure 19.  Deleted key will now say (value not set) 
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Go ahead and close your Registry Editor. 
 
Completing the process   
 
 
 
Open you control panel once again.  Start> Control Panel 
 
Double Click on the Administrative tools Icon. 
 

  
 
Double click on the Data Sources (ODBC) Icon 
 

 
 
The ODBC Data Source Administrator will open. 
 

 
 
Figure 20.  Open the Data source Administrator 
 
Click on the System DSN tab and click “Add” 
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Figure 21.  Check to make sure the “DataDirect 32-BIT Sequelink 5.4” driver is now visible 
 
You will notice that DataDirect 32-BIT Sequelink 5.4 is now showing up in my “Create New Data 
Source” window. 
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Now to Configure FileMaker to work with ODBC 
 
Open FileMaker and select Edit > Sharing > ODBC/JDBC 
 

 
 
Figure 1.  Open FileMaker’s ODBC sharing setup 
 
The ODBC / JDBC Sharing Settings window will open. 
 

 
Figure 2.  ODBC settings window 
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As shown in Figure 2., 
 

·  Select the “On” radio button 
·  Select the database you wish to use 
·  Click on the “Specify users by privilege set” option 
·  Click on the “Specify” button to set up the privilege sets 
·  Once you have setup your privilege sets, click OK 

 
 

 
Figure 3.  Set up you Privilege sets here 
 
 
 
 
You are now ready to create a DSN for your FileMaker database. You will need to create a DSN 
for each database file you wish to access as a datasource. 
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Select the System DSN tab, and then click the “Add button” 
 

 
Figure 1.  ODBC Data Source Administrator 
 
The DataDirect Sequelink for ODBC Setup window will open  (See setup suggestions on the next 
page. 
 

 
Figure 2.  ODBC Setup with “General” tab selected. 
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·  Enter your Data Source Name first.  Here I have added the name of my database 
“Manager” as the Data Source Name. 

·  You can enter a description if you like. 
·  Make sure the “Use LDAP” check box is “UNCHECKED” 
·  Next, enter the SequelLink Server Host.  Since my database file is hosted on my local 

machine I can type 127.0.0.1.  (If I were connecting to a database hosted by FileMaker 
Server over a network, I would use the IP address of that server) 

·  For the SequeLink Server Port, type “2399” 
·  Since we have enabled sharing with ODBC, you can simply click the button beside the 

“Server Data Source” field and select your database name from the pop-up box as shown 
in Figure 3.  If you did not have sharing turned on, you can type the name of your 
database without the extension.  Ex.  “Manager” not “Manager.fp7”.    

 
Note:  If you are manually typing your database into the Server Data Source field and your 
database name contains spaces, you will need to replace them with the “%20” escape character.  
So if my database was named “Club Manager”, you would need to type it like this:  
Club%20Manager. 
 

 
Figure 3.  Server Data Sources (Databases available) 
 

·  Select the database (In this case Manager” and then click the “OK” button. 
·  Manager will appear in the DataDirect window as shown in Figure 4. 
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Figure 4.  All necessary fields are populated 
 
 
 
Once all of the necessary fields have been populated, click the “Test Connect” button.  You will 
be prompted to enter the Database User Name and Password as shown below in Figure 5. 
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Figure 5.  Enter the Database User Name and Password 
 
Once connection is made, a small window will display showing the “Connection test was 
successful”.  Click OK.   
 

 
Figure 6.  Connection test was successful 
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Figure 7.  Manager now shows under the System DSN tab. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please contact Stephen Knight at stephen@fmwebschool.com if this document can be 
made clearer.   
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