
 3 

Contents 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS .......................................................................................................................................................... 6 

FORWARD BY ALLAN DAVIDSON............................................................................................................................................ 7 

INTRODUCTION...................................................................................................................................................................... 9 

THE TRIUMPHANT TRIAD ................................................................................................................................................................. 9 
WHAT DO I NEED TO GET STARTED? ................................................................................................................................................... 9 
SOFTWARE / HARDWARE REQUIREMENTS ......................................................................................................................................... 10 
WHAT IS FMSTUDIO?................................................................................................................................................................... 12 
DO I NEED TO KNOW FILEMAKER?................................................................................................................................................... 12 
DO I NEED TO KNOW PHP?............................................................................................................................................................ 12 
WHAT DO I NEED TO USE THIS BOOK?............................................................................................................................................... 12 
SAMPLE FILES AND VIDEOS.............................................................................................................................................................. 13 
LAST THOUGHTS – WELL NOT EXACTLY LAST…BUT SOME THOUGHTS ....................................................................................................... 13 

CHAPTER 1. THE FMSTUDIO PHILOSOPHY ............................................................................................................................ 14 

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN FILEMAKER PRO AND THE WEB ...................................................................................................................... 14 
A LITTLE BIT ABOUT THE HISTORY OF THE WEB .................................................................................................................................. 14 
FMSTUDIO, IT IS THERE TO HELP NOT OBFUSCATE ............................................................................................................................. 15 
THE JOURNEY AHEAD .................................................................................................................................................................... 16 

CHAPTER 2.  INSTALLING FMSTUDIO.................................................................................................................................... 17 

PREPARING THE DATABASE............................................................................................................................................................. 17 
LOCAL SETUP............................................................................................................................................................................... 19 
BEGIN BY CREATING A NEW SITE....................................................................................................................................................... 21 
SETTING UP THE TESTING SERVER .................................................................................................................................................... 22 
CREATING A DYNAMIC PHP PAGE .................................................................................................................................................... 23 
INSTALLING THE FILEMAKER API / FX.PHP ........................................................................................................................................ 25 
REMOTE SET-UP........................................................................................................................................................................... 31 
CREATING A NEW SITE ................................................................................................................................................................... 32 
SETTING UP THE TESTING SERVER .................................................................................................................................................... 36 
INSTALLING THE FILEMAKER API / FX.PHP ........................................................................................................................................ 39 

CHAPTER 3.  PERFORMING A FIND-ALL AND DISPLAYING A TABLE OF RESULTS ................................................................... 46 

GETTING STARTED WITH RECORDSETS .............................................................................................................................................. 47 
CREATING A SIMPLE TABLE WITH THE DYNAMIC TABLE WIZARD ............................................................................................................. 50 

CHAPTER 4.  CORE CONCEPTS OF FMSTUDIO ....................................................................................................................... 54 

THE RECORDSET ........................................................................................................................................................................... 54 
BINDINGS ................................................................................................................................................................................... 54 
REPEATING REGIONS..................................................................................................................................................................... 57 
FORMS ....................................................................................................................................................................................... 60 

CHAPTER 5.  FROM A SEARCH FORM TO SEARCH RESULTS................................................................................................... 66 

CHAPTER 6.  FROM SEARCH RESULTS TO A DETAIL PAGE ..................................................................................................... 74 

CHAPTER 7.  ADDING RECORDS TO YOUR DATABASE........................................................................................................... 82 

CHAPTER 8.  EDITING DATABASE RECORDS.......................................................................................................................... 87 

SIMPLE REDIRECTION .................................................................................................................................................................... 95 

CHAPTER 9.  DELETING RECORDS ......................................................................................................................................... 98 

CHAPTER 10.  WORKING WITH AND DISPLAYING PORTALS................................................................................................ 104 

ADDING A PORTAL...................................................................................................................................................................... 112 



 4 

CHAPTER 11.  ADDING NEW PORTAL ROWS....................................................................................................................... 121 

ADDING A HIDDEN FORM FIELD...................................................................................................................................................... 123 

CHAPTER 12.  DELETING AND EDITING PORTAL ROWS ....................................................................................................... 129 

CHAPTER 13.   ADVANCED DISPLAY AND SEARCH RESULT NAVIGATION ............................................................................ 148 

FMSTUDIO DATABASE CACHING ................................................................................................................................................... 159 

CHAPTER 14.  LOGIN SYSTEMS – ACCOUNT BASED AND TABLE BASED............................................................................... 161 

ACCOUNTS BASED LOGIN SYSTEM.................................................................................................................................................. 161 
TABLE BASED LOGIN SYSTEMS....................................................................................................................................................... 170 
CREATING A LOGOUT LINK............................................................................................................................................................ 176 

CHAPTER 15.  DESIGN PATTERNS ....................................................................................................................................... 178 

DESIGN PATTERN 1:   SEARCH, LIST, DETAIL, EDIT AND SAVE .............................................................................................................. 178 
MULTI PAGE FORMS.................................................................................................................................................................... 189 

SERIES 2 - FMSTUDIO MODULES ........................................................................................................................................ 205 

CALENDAR MODULE ................................................................................................................................................................... 205 
CHARTS MODULE ....................................................................................................................................................................... 212 

FMSTUDIO EMAIL MODULE ............................................................................................................................................... 219 

USING THE EMAIL MODULE.......................................................................................................................................................... 219 
SENDING A SIMPLE STATIC EMAIL .................................................................................................................................................. 219 
ADVANCED EMAILING ................................................................................................................................................................. 223 

FMSTUDIO PDF MODULE ................................................................................................................................................... 227 

FMSTUDIO UPLOAD MODULE ............................................................................................................................................ 235 

TEMPLATES AND ICONS ..................................................................................................................................................... 244 

TEMPLATE MODULE.................................................................................................................................................................... 244 
ICONS MODULE ......................................................................................................................................................................... 247 

GOOGLE MAPS MODULE.................................................................................................................................................... 250 

FMSTUDIO IPHONE MODULE ............................................................................................................................................. 258 

FMSTUDIO PAYPAL MODULE ............................................................................................................................................. 262 

FMSTUDIO FEATURE REFERENCE ....................................................................................................................................... 270 

DELETE QUERY........................................................................................................................................................................... 270 
DYNAMIC DATA LINK .................................................................................................................................................................. 272 
DYNAMIC FILE LINK..................................................................................................................................................................... 273 
DYNAMIC IMAGE........................................................................................................................................................................ 275 
DYNAMIC TABLE......................................................................................................................................................................... 278 
DYNAMIC TEXT .......................................................................................................................................................................... 280 
DYNAMIC VALUE AREA................................................................................................................................................................ 281 
EDIT QUERY .............................................................................................................................................................................. 286 
FORM BUILDER .......................................................................................................................................................................... 288 
FILLED FORM BUILDER................................................................................................................................................................. 290 
LOG-OUT LINK ........................................................................................................................................................................... 292 
NAVIGATION BAR ....................................................................................................................................................................... 294 
NEW QUERY.............................................................................................................................................................................. 295 
PAGING COUNTS ........................................................................................................................................................................ 298 
PAGE LINKS ............................................................................................................................................................................... 301 
PORTAL REPEATING REGION ......................................................................................................................................................... 302 
RECORD ID LINK......................................................................................................................................................................... 304 
REDIRECT.................................................................................................................................................................................. 308 



 5 

REPEATING REGION .................................................................................................................................................................... 309 
RUN SCRIPT............................................................................................................................................................................... 311 
SORT LINK................................................................................................................................................................................. 316 
SORT REQUEST .......................................................................................................................................................................... 318 
VALUE LIST MENU...................................................................................................................................................................... 320 

APPENDIX .......................................................................................................................................................................... 326 

FILEMAKER FORUMS................................................................................................................................................................... 326 
FILEMAKER DEVELOPER TOOLS ..................................................................................................................................................... 326 
WEB EDITORS............................................................................................................................................................................ 327 
ONLINE RESOURCES .................................................................................................................................................................... 328 
FMWEBSCHOOL RESOURCES: HTTP://WWW.FMWEBSCHOOL.COM/RESOURCES.PHP .............................................................................. 328 
FILEMAKER NEWSLETTERS AND BLOGS ........................................................................................................................................... 329 
FILEMAKER WEB TRAINING CLASSES.............................................................................................................................................. 329 
FILEMAKER WEB CONSULTING ..................................................................................................................................................... 329 
WEB PUBLISHING BOOKS............................................................................................................................................................. 330 
FILEMAKER TECHNICAL NETWORK................................................................................................................................................. 330 
FILEMAKER BUSINESS ALLIANCE.................................................................................................................................................... 330 
FILEMAKER TECHINFO DATABASE.................................................................................................................................................. 330 

 

 


